: PAGE: 0015
DISTRICT, QUANG TRI PROVINCE, ON 5 JAN 93, -

D. WITNESS 1981-2: LE THI ((LAN)) (LEE TUT) TAN);
DPOB AND FORMER OCCUPATION NOT OBTAINED BY
INTERVIEWER.

4. WITNESS 1981-3. ) : -
A. TEXT. SOMETIME IN JANUARY 1973 (DAY NOT RECATLED i
BUT NEAR THE END OF THE MONTH) ON A SUNNY DAY, SOURGE -~ SER
SAW AN OV-10 MAKE TWO CIRCLES. ON THE SECOND CIRGIE, - .
IT WAS SHOT DOWN BY A UNIT UNKNOWN TO SOURCE. THE R :
ATRCRAFT WAS SHOT DOWN BY A MISSILE (NFI). AT TIAT
" TIME SOURCE WAS A CADRE OF THE VILLAGE GUERRILLA UNLT.
SOURCE SAW THE AIRCRAFT IN THE AIR BUT DID NOT SEE I
CRASH. HE ALSO DID NOT SEE IT AFTER IT CRASHED RUT
RECALLED SEEING THE AIRCRAFT BURN. SOURGE DTN NOT SEF.
ANYONE PARACHUTE OUT. »
B. IN APRIL 1973, SOURCE WAS TRAVELLING BY NIGIIT ON A -
TRAIL THROUGH THE AREA WHEN HE PASSED BY A FLIGHT SULT '

WITH A LONG ZIPPER GOING DOWN THE FRONT. ‘Il SULT WAS e e

LAYING NEXT TO THE TRAIL AT A LOCATION APPROXTMATELY A -
100 METERS FROM THE LOCATION OF INTERVIEW (INTERVIEW '
LOCATION IS //UTMCOORD: 48QYD 3210964570/MADP SERIFS

L607; 1:100,000; SHEET 6442, SPECIAL USE S.E. ASTA:

29TH ENGR BN 10-68//. SOURCE DID NOT TAKE THE SUI'T,

HE DID KEEP THE ZIPPER BUT HAS SINCE DISCARDED 1.

THE SLEEVES ON THE SUIT WERE JONG. SOURCE BEARN ¢
NOTHING OF ANY GRAVE SITE. HE SAW NOTHING ON THF

SUIT, INCLUDING NO RANK AND NO NAME TAG. SOURCE KNFW T
NOTHING OF ANYONE IN THE AREA WHO HAS ANY NOTEROOKS OR -

PERSONAL EFFECTS OF AMERICANS.
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INFO SECOEF WASHDC//0CJCS-PY-HIA/IS//

SECOEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PX-HIA//  USCINCPAC HONOLULY RI//33I1
USCINCPAC LO WASHDC// DIA NASHDC/ /PON-HIA//

CORUSACILHY HICKAM AFB H1// NSC WASHOC
SECSTATE VASHOC//CA/QCS/CCS/EAP//
CIA NASHOC//OEA/SEA/ 1B/DDO/EA/ 1C0G//

DIA PASS O POD PON-HIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFF iCE
SUBJ:  FIELD IKVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING CASE 1981
REF: A CJTF-FA PET ONE 1911131 JAR 93 )

B. JORC LIAISON 2509031 HAY 98

1. REF A IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF THE 21ST SERIES OF
JOINT FIELD ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED IN THE SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAH FROM 2 TO 18 JANUARY 1383. PARA 2
PERTAINS TO THE IRVESTIGATION OF CASE 1381 WHICH IS
REPORTED [N DETAIL HEREIN. REF 8 IS THE DETAILED REPORT
OF NVESTIGATION OF CASE 1981 CONDUCTED DURING THE LOTH
JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY FROK 28 APRIL 10 18 HAY 1396, THE
IFORNATION CONTAINED [N THIS REPORT IS BASED OK FIELD
ANALYSIS AND 1S NOT INTENDED TO PROVIDE FINAL AXALYTICAL
CONCLUS10KS.

3 SUHHI{RY OF INVESTICATION: OK 85 AND 14 JANUARY

"1993, A SUB-ELEHENT OF IEL TRAVELLED TO TRIEU PHUOC

VILLAGE: TRIEU PHOKG DISTRICT, TO IKTERVIEN FIVE
WITNESSES WITH INFORHATIOK BELATED TO CASE 1381, THE
TEAN CUESTIONED FOUR WITNESSES WHO WERE ABLE TO PROVIDE
EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY OF A JANUARY 1373 HISSILE SHOOT
OOWN OF AN OV-18 AIRCRAFT. TNO OF THESE WITKESSES
REPORTEDLY VIEWED THE SUCCESSFUL EJECTION OF BOTH PILOTS
FROM THE AIRCRAFT, BUT NEITHER COULD PROVIDE IKFORMATION
CONCERNING EACK PILOT’S DEATH. TWO DIFFERENT WITHESSES
REPORTEDLY VIEVED ONE OR BOTH DEAD AMERICAN BODIES FRON
AFAR: BUT HEITHER WAS ABLE TO PROVIDE INFORMATION
CONCERNING THE SUBSEQUENT DISPOSITION OF EITHER P1LOT'S
REMAINS. IEL SURVEYED RESIDENTS OF TRIEV VAX VILLAGE
CONCERNING AMERICANS CAPTURED OR KILLED IN THE AREA: BUT
ALL INQUIRIES KET WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. THE TEAM
RECOVERED NO REMAINS DURIKG THEIR INVESTIGATION OF THIS
CASE. 1EL RECONMENDS JTF-FA REQUEST ARCHIVAL RECORDS
FROK THE VHOSHP CONCERNING THE WAR-TIHE UNITS AND
PERSORNEL WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE 1981 INCIDEKT TO

-

INCOMING 24/s4s1

OETERHINE THE FATE OF THE TNO UNACCOUNTED-FOR AHERICAKS
OF THIS CASE AND THE SUBSEQUENT DISPOSITION OF THEIR
REMAINS.  COOPERATION FRON VIETHANESE COUNTERPARTS WAS
600D,
3. DETAILS OF INVESTICATION: e
= A OK'S AND 14 JANUARY 1993 INVESTIGATION ELEMERT. . - .
ONE (IEL) INVESTIGATED CASE 1381 IN TRIEU PHUOC (TKTEEW)
PHVOCS) AND TRIEU VAN (IRIEEV VAAN) VILLAGES, TRIEU v~
PHORG (TRIEEUJ PHONGF) DISTRICT) QUANG TRI PROVINCE.
THE JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAM CONSISTED, OF THE FOLLONING
PERSOHNEL:
(1) U.S. CONTINGENT: .
SFC Y, TEAN LEADER
SFC USSR, ASS|STANT TEAN LEADER

cem 886 IAENRBEREMNNER , ANALYST/LINGUIST

- SSCT @D, ANALYST/LINGUIST- e
- W) GRMMNNEN, L(VE SICHTING INVESTICATOR ~ .
- SFC MM SEARCH AND RECOVERY

- SPECIALIST g )

ST — S 10 R

-~

SPECIALIST . 'y
- SFC HE £XPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL
TECHNICIAN '
$SG7 (RNEMNE TEA HEDIC
() VIETNAHESE CENTRAL GQUERNHENT CONTINGENT:
VU KHAC NHU (VUX KHAVCS NHUJ) - TEAM LEADER, AND
HINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS REPRESENTATIVE
- LT COL LE KY LEE KYF) 2 MINISTRY OF NATIONAL "

- DEFENSE
- MAJLE THAN TUAK LEE TRAAKF TUARNS): HINISTRY OF

NATIONAL DEFENSE - .-

HOANG NGOG GIAH GOANGF NGOG GIANR) - HINISTRY OF

- INTERIOR
- BUI QUANG VIET GUIF QUANG VIEETS) - MINISTRY OF

INTERIOR _

. ®a

. LT |
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INFO SECDEF WASHOC//0CJCS-PN-HIA/JS//
SECOEF WASHDC//0ASD-ISA/PN-HIA//
USCINCPAC LO WASKDC//

CORUSACILH! HICKAN AFB HI//

SECSTATE WASHDC//CA/OCS/CCS/EAP//
CIA WASHDC//OEA/SEA/1B/DDO/EA/1C0G//

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//33/1
DIA VASHOC//PON-HIA//
NSC WASHOC

DIA PASS T0 POD PON-HIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE
$UBJ:  FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERRING CASE 1381
- () QUANG TRI PROVINCE TASK TEAM:
- LE VAN THU (LEE VAWN THU) - TEAH CHIEF AND HEMBER
OF THE QUANG TRI PROVINCE FOREIG RELATIONS
. OFFICE
THAN VAK LONG (TRAANF VAN LONGY - PROVINCE PUBLIC
SECURITY REPRESENTATIVE
- HAJOR THAN LUONG THAKK (TRAAKF LWONG THANR) - QUANG
TRI PROVIKCE MILITARY CONMAND
- B ONS JAN 93 IEL INTERVIEWED HR. TRUONG QuoC
SANH (TRVONGF QUOOCS SANHS), A 46 YEAR OLD RESIDENT OF
TRIEU PRUOC VILLAGE: TRIEY PHONG DISIRICT. THE WITNESS
PROVIDED FIRST HAND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SHOOT
DOWN OF A U.S. OV-18 AIRCRAFT PROBABLY RELATED TO THIS
CASE. .
- {1} ACCORDING TO HR. SANH, DURING THE SUNNY
AFTERNOON ON 26 JAN 73: HE WAS SERVING AS THE TRIEV
PHUOC VILLAGE GUERRILLA COMMANDER WHEN HE OBSERVED A
U.S. OV-18 AIRCRAFT CIRCLING THE VILLAGE AT AN
APPROXIKATE ALTITUDE OF ONE KILOMETER. THE WITESS SAID
HE IDENTIFIED THE AIRCRAFT BY ITS DUAL FUSELAGE
CONFIGURATION.  THE AIRCRAFT WAS REPORTEDLY IN THE AREA
10 CONOUCT RESCUE OPERATIONS FOR THE CREV MEMBERS OF A
U.S. F-4 AIRCRAFT WHICH VAS SROT DOYN EARLIER DURING
THAT SAME DAY. MR, SANH REPORTED THAT THE OV-18
AIRCRAFT CIRCLED THE AREA APPROXIMATELY 18 T0 15 HINVIES
BEFORE BEING SHOT DOMN BY ARHED FORCES STATIONED [N THE
LOCAL AREA. -MR. SANH ALLEGED HE COULD NOT FURTHER
IDENTIFY THE UNIT THAT SHOT DOWK THE AIRCRAFT BECAUSE
THE FAST PACE OF THE INCIDENT CAUSED MUCH CONFUSION.
- (1) MR. SANH RECALLED THAT TROOPS OF THE 48TH,
362K AND HUONG GIANG REGIMENTS) ALL SUBORDINATE TO THE
HINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFEHSE, OPERATED IN THE ARCA AT
THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT. SANH SAID HE WITNESSED THE
ATRCRAFT AS IT WAS HIT BY A HISSILE AND WAICHED TS

INCOMING . .

SUBSEQUENT BURST INTO FLAMES. THE AIRCRAFT REPGZ:: -

BID KOT EXPLODE BUT DESCENDED AND CRASHED IN AN Ak

THAT 1S HOW PART OF TRIEU VAN VILLAGE TRIEV PHONG

DISTRICT, THE WITNESS ADHITTED THAT HE DID KT 03%t- Ut

THE AIRCRAFT-IBPACT WITH THE CROUND. - ~ = == .o
- () ALTHOUGH KR. SANH DID NOT OBSERVE THE AIRCRAFY::- n
CRASH: HE STATED THAT HE DID OBSERVE TVO FULLY DEPLOYED.. o .
PARACHUTES OF UNRECALLED COLORS DESCENDING ONE ABOTE THE

OTHER FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT. SANH COULD HOT ASCERTAIN. -~
VHETHER THE PILOTS WERE DEAD OR ALIVE AS THEY DESCENDED.

HE ESTINATED THAT THE PARACHUTES LANDED APPROXIMATELY oo
GBB HETERS FROH THE AIRCRAFT, BUT BECAUSE MR, SAKH HAD . -
OTHER DUTIES TO CONDUCT, HE DID NOT GO DIRECTLY 10 THE

SITE. HE NOTED THAT AS HE WAS PASSING BY THE AREA THREE

DAYS LATER HE OBSERVED THE BODIES OF TWO AMERICAK PILOTS

~4AYING SIDE BY SIDE. MR, SANH ALLEGEDLY VIEWED THE

BODIES FRON APPROXIMATELY 56 TO 68 METERS ANAY AND DIB '
NOT APPROACH THE BODIES DUE TO THE STENCH. KR. SAMH °
couLd NO! PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION OF THE PILOTS, BECAUSE HE
WAS T00'FAR AWAY 1O CLEARLY VIEW EACH MAN AN THE BODIES .
VERE l;ING FLAT ON THE GROUND, N

- W) ACCORDING TO SANH, THE TROOPS RESPONSIBLE FOR
SHOOTING DOWN THE AIRCRAFT LEFT THE AREA BEFORE HE

VIEWED THE BODIES. WHEN THE TEAM QUESTIONED THE
PLAUSIBILITY THAT ALL TROOPS HAD LEFT THE AREA THREE

DAYS AFTER THE AIRCRAFT SHooT JDOWN: MR, SANH STATED THAT

[F ANY OF THE TROOPS STILL REMAINED IN THE AREA HE WAS
UNAWARE OF THEIR PRESENCE. WHEN THE TEAH QUESTIONED HOW
HE KNEW THE BODIES WERE THOSE OF AMERICAN PILOTS: SANH
'SAID HE HEARD LOCAL RESIDENTS IN THE AREA TALKING ABOUT
THEX.  THE TEAN ALSO ASKED HOW SANK DETERMINED THE

BODIES WERE THOSE OF THE ANERICAN PILOTS ASSOCIATED WITH - o
THIS INCIDENT. HE REPLIED THAT THE FOUR PILOTS SHOT

DOWX ON THE SAHE DAY WERE THE ONLY AMERICANS EVER SHOI

0OWN IN TRIEU PHUOC VILLAGE, _

- G) KR, SAKH SAID HE DID NOT KAVE_KNOWLEOGE OF

PERSONAL EFFECTS BELONGING TO THE PILOTS BEING KEPT BWem

ANYONE IN THE VILLAGE, NOR HAS HE EVER HEARD OF MWYONL — ,
KEEPING DIARIES OR NOTEBOOKS NITH ENTRIES CONCERHLNG ' :
THES INCIDENT. SANH SAID HE DID NOT REHEHBER KEEPING

ANY PARTICULAR RECORDS OF THE EVEKT. HIS NORMAL o

b L e
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(KFO SECDEF WASHDC//0CJCS-PN-HIA/JS//
SECOEF WASHDC//OASD-1SA/PH-HIA//
USCINCPAC L0 WASHDC//

CORUSACILKI RICKAM AFB Hi//

SECSTATE WASHDC//CA/QCS/CCS/EAP//

CIA WASHOC//OEA/SEA/1B/DDO/EA/ 1C0G//

USCINCPAC HONOLULU H1//d3//
DIA NASHDC//PON-HIA//
HSC WASHOC
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_ SUBJ: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING CASE 1981

REPORTING PROCEDURE WAS ACCONPLISHED THROUGH HAND
WRITIEN REPORTS FORMARDED TO THE TRIEU PHONG DISTRICT
HILITARY COMMAKD.  THESE REPORTS WERE TRANSPORTED BY
COURIERS.  SAHH SAID HIS RESPONSIBILITY WAS OHLY T0
GUARD AND PROTECT ANY AMERICAN CAPTURED ALIVE AND 10
TURN AKY CAPTURED AMERICANS OVER T0 DISTRICI
AUTHORITIES. WHEN ASKED IF DISTRICT LEVEL AUTHORITIES
VOULD HAVE RECORDS OF THIS EVENT, HR. SANK SAID HE DID
NOT KNOW.

C. IEL ALSO INTERVIEVED MRS, LE THI LAK QLEE THIJ
LARN) ANOTHER RESIDENT OF TRIEU PHUC VILLAGE: TRIEY
PHORG DISTRICT. AT THE TINE OF THE INCIDENT, MRS. LA
NAS A NENDER OF THE TRIEU PHUOC VILLAGE GUERRILLA
FORCES. '
- () ACCORDIKG T0 THE WITNESS) AT APPROXIHATELY
{768 HOURS ON A SUNKY DAY (N JANUARY 1973, SHE OBSERVED
A VHITE AIRCRAFT OF UNKNOWN TYPE FLYING OVERHEAD I A
NORTH-TO-SOUTH DIRECTION.  FRON APPROXIKATELY OKE
KILOKETER AWAY THE WITNESS OBSERVED THE AIRCRAFT HIT BY
UNSPECIFLED GROUND FIRE. AFTER THE AIRCRAFT WAS HIT BY
GROUKD FIRE AND CRASHED: THE WITNESS OBSERVED T¥D RED
PARACHUTES DESCENDING AND CONING TO REST APPROXIATELY
168 KETERS FRON THE AIRCRAFT,

() AN HOUR LATER HS. LAN WENT TO THE SITE ANO
OBSERVED BOTH THE AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE AND THE DEAD BODIES
OF THO AMERICAN PILOTS FRON A DISTANCE OF 168 METERS,
BOTE:  THIS RESPONSE WAS LATER CHANGED T0 38 HETERS
AFTER LOCAL OFFICIALS COACKED NS, LAN TO SAY THE CLOSER
DISTANCE.]  ACCORDING TO THE WITNESS THE BODIES WERE
CLOTHED [N SINGLE-PIECED: MILITARY GREEN-COLORED FLICHT
SUITS. BOTH OF THE PILOTS WERE DESCRIBED AS TALL: OKE
BEING SLIGHTLY TALLER THAN THE OTHER. SHE COULD NOT
TELL IF THE PILOTS HAD DIED AS A RESULT OF THE SHooT
DOH OR IF THEY VERE SUBSEQUENTLY SHOT. SHE COULD NoT

RECALL WHETHER SHE VIEWED THE PILOTS WHILE THEY STILL

~  INCOMING .

WORE THEIR HELHETS. SHE THEN HOTED THAT SKE WAS 100 FAR
AWAY TO PROVIDE A FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF EITHER PILOT,

3) 1N RESPONSE 10 DIRECT QUESTIONS FROH IEL, MS
LAN PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING 1NFORMAT I0K:... SHEDID. ROI- .«
OBSERVE ANY ORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY (KUA) TROOPS IN-THE...
AREA AT THE TINE SHE VIENED THE TWO AMERICANS' BODIES,
SHE DID NOT KNON THE TYPE OF VEAPOK USED TO SHOOT-DOWN
THE AIRCRAFT OR THE UNIT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SHOOT DOWN,
HS. LAK COULD NOT ASCERTAIN THE WUMBER OF ENGINES OK THE
AIRGRAFT AS THE AIRCRAFT HAS STILL BURNING AT THE TIHE
OF HER ARRIVAL AT THE SOEAE. MRS, LAN SAID SHE HAD HO
KNOWLEDGE OF HOW OR WHERE THE T¥O AMERICANS' BODIES WERE
BURIED NOTING THAT SHE HAD NO RESPONSIBILITY IN THAT
AREA.  SHE DID NOT RETURK TO THE SITE FOR A YEAR

.o BECAUSE SHORTLY AFTER THE INCIDENT SHE HOVED T0 VINE

LINE DISTRICT GUYEENS VINKX LIKE) 10 STAY WITH RER_
FAHILY. SHE DID KOT KNOW HOW LONG THE BODIES RENATHED
AT THE SITE BEFORE THEY WERE BURIED, SHE KNEW OF NO
LOCAL‘RESIDENTS ¥HO VERE CURRENTLY MAIKTAFKING PORTIONS
wmmmmmwmmmmmummmwm§
ING(DENT,

] muwmcmzmnwuummnsmm.utmm
[NTERVIEWED MR. DOAN THAKH BINH DORKF THANH BINHF), A
41 YOA RESIDENT OF TRIEU LANG VILLAGE DX TRIEEW
LANG). ~ AT THE TIHE OF THE INCIOENT, M. BINK HAS A
VILLAGE CADRE MeWeen,  °

(1) ACCORDING T0 THE WITKESS: ON A SUNNY DAY AT

THE END OF JANUARY 1973, HE OBSERVED A U.S. 0V-18 "

AIRCRAFT FLYING OVER THE VILLAGE. THE AIRCRAFT MADE TWO
GIRCLES AROUKD THE VILLAGE BEFORE 1T HAS SHOT DOWN BY A
HISSILE OF UNSPECIFIED TYPE. THE NITNESS COULD NOT
IDENTIFY THE UNIT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SHOOT DOWN AND HE
DID KOT RECALL OBSERVING THE AIRCRAFT CRASH OR SEEING
PARACKUTES IN THE. SKY FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT, HE DID
HOT SEE THE PILOTS O THE GROUKD: NOR DID HE HAVE aNY
KNOWLEDCE OF AIRCRAFT VRECKAGE SCAVENGED FROH IHE GI&S&
SHE.

() ON AN UNRECALLED DATE IN APRIL 1373, HR. BiH
SAID HE HAS WALKING THROUGH THE AREA OF THE AIRCRAFT

(]
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SUBJ:  FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING CASE 1981

CRASH AND HEARD UNIDENTIFIED LOCAL VILLAGERS TALKING
ABOUT AMERICAN PILOTS KILLED NEAR THE CRASH SITE. THE
VITHESS SAID HE LATER OBSERVED ONE SINGLE-PIECE, GREEN:
HILITARY SULT NITH A LOKG LIPPER LYING HEXT T0 A TRAIL
APPROXIMATELY 168 HETERS FROM THE INTERVIEN LOCATION
(GRID COORDIKATES YD 32189 64578). MR. BINK COULD ONLY
DESCRIBE THE SUIT AS HAVING T¥0 LONG SLEEVES AND TN
LONG LEGS. HE ALLEGEDLY TOOK POSSESSION OF THE 1!PPER
WHICH HE SUBSEQUENTLY LOST. HE COULD PROVIDE KO FURTHER
INFORNAT O CONCERNING THIS CASE: POSSIBLE GRAVES OF
AHERICANS [N TRIEU PHUOC VILLAGE OR ANY OTHER INCIDENT
INVOLVING THE LOSS OF U.S. AIRCRAFT OR U.S. PERSONNEL.
- B ON 5 JANUARY 1993, A SUB-ELEMENT OF IEL ALSO
INTERVIENED MR. LE VAN TUONG (LEE VAYN TNONGF), A 48 YOA
RESIDENT OF DU LY HAMLET (THOON U LYS)s TRIEU PHUOC
VILLAGE. OURING KIS INTERVIEY MR. TUONG PROVIDED THE
FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
- (1) DURING THE WAR MR. TUONG WAS A MEMBER OF THE
TRIEU PHUOC VILLAGE GUERRILLAS AND SERVED AS A MEMBER OF
A SIX-HAN SQUAD THAT MANNED T¥O 12.7 KM ANTI-AIRCRAFT
ARTILLERY WEAPONS STATIONED BETWEEN LUONG KIN @LNONG
KIM AND XON CO (XONS COOR) HAMLETS, MR. TUONG SAID THE
INCIDENT OCCURRED ON THE AFTERNOOK OF 27 JANUARY 1873,
APPROXIMATELY TEN HINUTES FOLLOWING THE SHOOT DOWN OF AK
F-4 AIRCRAFT, HR. TUONG OBSERVED AN OV-16 AIRCRAFT HIT
BY A MISSILE FIRED BY AN UNIDENTIFIED MAIN-FORCE UNIT
(XVA REGULARS) ARD NATCHED THE AIRCRAFT AS IT CRASHED IN
AN LUOI (AN LWOIF) HAMLET, TRIEU PRUOC VILLAGE. H.
TUONG DID KOT OBSERVE THE PILOTS EJECT FRON THE AIRCRAFT
AND HE DID NOT SEE PARACHUTES IN THE SKY FOLLOWING THE
SHOOT DOWK

(2)  TUOKG LATER HEARD TNO PILOTS SAFELY EJECTED
FROM THE AIRCRAFT 4D DESCENDED NEAR THE CRASH SITE.
WHEN MAIN-FORCE UKITS (N THE AREA ATTEHPTED TO CAPTURE

»

INCOMING - _

»

THE PILOTS: THEY RETURNED FIRE WITH THEIR HANDGUNS. THE
HAIN-FORCE UNITS THEK ALLEGEDLY RETURNED FIRE AND KILLED

“BOTH PILOTS. KR, TUONG COULD PROVIDE HO NANES FOR THOSE

WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE ATTEHPTED CAPTURE OR THE UNIT'S

HAME OR NUNBER DESIGHATION. HR. TUONG-DED-NOJ KNOW--- o .-
WHETHER OR NOT THE TXO AHERICAN PILOTS WERE SUBSEQUERILY. t
BURIED 1N THE AREA. E KNEW OF NO UNIDENTIFIED GRAVES. . , .

IN THE VILLAGE. o
-F.MWMMNH%AWHMWWHHMI]*Q "
WITH THE TRIEU PHUOC VILLAGE CHAIRAN AHD IHQUIRED

CONCERKING RECORDS RELATIVE TO THE 1981 INCIDENT, THE

CHAIRMAN STATED THAT THE VILLAGE RECENTLY COHPILED A

HISTORICAL RECORD THAT THEY SENT TO A PRINTING SHOP FOR

TYPE-SETTING AND PRINTING. WHEN'IEL REQUESTED

EXAMINATION OF THESE AND ANY OTHER HISTORICAL RECORDS

~-GONCERNING THE VILLAGE AND THE 1981 INCIDENT, THE

VILLAGE CHAIRHAK STATED THAT ALL RECORDS WERE SENT 10
THE PRINTING PLANT AND NONE WERE AVAILABLE I THE  ~
VILLAGE, 1L THEK REQUESTED EXANINATION OF THESE
HISTORICAL RECORDS THROUGH THE VIETHABESE M LEADER, . i
HR. WU KHAC NWU: AND THE VILLAGE CHAIRMAK SK 0 e wouLD
ATTEIPT 0 RE-LOCATE THE PAPERS AHD MAKE THEM) AVAILABLE
FOR 1EL'S EXAMINATION. O 15 JANUARY 1933, THE VILLAGE
CHALRHAN WAS STILL NOT ABLE TO PRESENT THE HISTORICAL
DOCUNERTS CONCERKING THIS INCIDENT. :
G. O 14 JAKUARY 1993, A SUB-ELEHENT OF (EL
TRAVELLED 70 TRIEV VAR VILLAGE OXAX TRIEEUJ VARN)s TRIEY
PHONG DISTRICT, AND INTERVIEWED MR. LE VAN DOK (QLEE VAW
DOWM) s THE TRIEU VAK VILLAGE CHAIRMAN. EL ASKED KR, Tt
DON IF THE VILLAGE PECPLE'S CONNITTEE MAINTAINED ANY
WARTINE DOCUNENTS CONCERNING AMERICAN AIRCRAFT THAT WERE
SHOT DOWN OR CRASHED IN THE VILLAGE, ANY-AHERICANS . -
CAPTURED OR HELD PRISONER IN THE AREA: OR DISPOSITION OF
REMAINS OF DEAD AMERICANS IN THE AREA. THE CHAIRMAN
STATED THAT THEY HAVE NEVER HAINTAINED RECORDS RELATING
10 THE AFOREMENTIONED SUBJECTS. - _
- M ON 14 JANUARY 1933 A SUB-ELEMENT OF JEL ALSGm o
SURVEYED SEVERAL LOCAL VILLAGERS CONCERNING ANY RIRCRAFT =~ -
THAT WERE SHOT DOWN OR CRASHED IN THE AREA AND ANY ot
AERICANS THAT HAY HAVE BEEN CAPTURED IN THE VILLAGE
DURING THE WAR, THE TEAN SURVEYED NUMEROUS RESIDENTS IN o
TRIE VAN VILLAGE, BUT ALL ENQUIRIES MET WITH NEGATIVE
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(NFO SECOEF WASHOC//0CJCS-PM-HIA/JS//
SECDEF WASHDC//0ASD-|SA/PN-HIA//
USCINCPAG LO WASHDC//

CORUSACILHI HICKAN AFB Ri//

SECSTATE WASHOC/ /CA/OCS/CCS/EAP//
1A VASHOC/ /0EA/SEA/18/000/EA/1C0G//

USCINCPAC HONOLULY Ki/1d311
DIA WASHDC//PON-NIA//
NSC VASKDC

DIA PASS TO POD PON-HIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFF ICE
SUBJ:  FIELD IRVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERKING CASE 1981

" RESPONSES.

§, MATERIAL EVIDENCE: NONE
5. SURVEY RESULTS: NONe

6. RECONHENDED FUTURE ACT IONS:

- A RECOAEND SIGHIFICAKT UNILATERAL VIETHAKESE
EFFORTS T0 LOCATE WITNESSES TO THIS CASEs CONCENTRATING
ON PERSONS SUBORDINATE TO KVA/GUERILLA FORCES
PARTICIPATING IN THIS INCIDENT. SUGGEST A COMPLETE
RECORDS SEARCH BE CONDUCTED AT THE TRIEU PRONG DISTRICT
HILITARY COMMAND TO OETERMINE SPECIFIC UNIT DESIGNATIONS
OF FORGES STATIONED IN TRIEU PHUOC/TRIEU VAN AT THE TIME
OF THE INCIDENT AND OTHER POSSIBLE BACKGROUND
INFORMAT ION RELATED T0 CASE 1981,

- B. RECOHHEND UNILATERAL VIETNAMESE EFFORTS T0
IDERTIFY THE 48THo 32HD: AND HUONG GIANG REGIMENTS
HENTIONED BY MR, SANE AS BEING SUBORDINATE TO THE
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE. [NDIVIDUALS ASSOCIATED
WITH THESE UNITS MAY HAVE INFORKATION CONCERNING THE
SHOOT DOWN AND SUBSEQUENT DEATHS OF THE TWD UNACCOUNTED- -
FOR ANERICANS ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 1981,

1. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: NOME

8. AREAS OR CASE FILE INFORMATION NOT INVESTIGATED:
NOKE.

9. ANALYST CONNENTS:

- A THE TESTIMORY OF THE FIRST WITNESS: MR. SANE,
SEEMS TENUOUS AT BEST. WHILE INFORMATION PROVIDED CAN
BE PROBABLY CORRELATED T0 CASE 1981 BY TIHE, LOCATION.
AIRCRAFT TYPE« AND CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE

.....

INCONING . _

-

INCIDENT, 1T 1S UNLIKELY . T A PERSON SERVING AS THE

VILLAGE GUERILLA COMMANDER OULD NOT HAVE HORE

SIGNIFICANT NFORHATION CORCERNING THE PILOTS SHOT DOWN.

[T IS ALSO UNLIKELY THAT HE WOULD HOT KNOW SPECIFICALLY :

THE UNIT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SHOOT DOWN... MOBEOVER.HE. .

UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD HAVE HAD T0 KEEP SOME SORT OF — ... c

DOCUMENTATION ON THE INCIDENT, ESPECIALLY SINCE TNO,

SHOOT DOWN INCIDENTS OCCURRED I HIS FREA OF -

RESPONSIBILITY ON THE SAHE DAY, B -—
B. THE SECOND WITNESS, MRS TAN, A NEMBER OF THE

LOCAL GUERRILLA FORCES AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT,

INDICATED THAT SHE COULD NOT REMEMBER ANY DETAILS

CONCERNING THE CREW EMBERS OF THE AIRCRAFT, AGAIN,

SINCE THE AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATED MITH CASE 1381, AND 1982,

VERE THE OKLY AHERICAK AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN IK THE

VILLAGE, 1T 1S LIKELY THAT HORE INTEREST IN THE FOUR

* AERICAK PILOTS WOULD HAVE BEEN GENERATED. HER

TESTIONY THAT SHE IPKEDIATELY SPENT THE NEXT T TEMRS,
ITH HER FAHILY (K ANOTHER VILLAGE APPEARED TO THE
ARALYST 0 BF FABRICATED IR MK EFFORT TO OEFLECTMMY - = - -
FURTHER QUESTIONS CONCERKING THE DEAD CREN HEMBERS,
- "C. THE THIRD WITHESS: KR, BINKs DID.HOY PROVIOE
INFORHATIOK SIGHIFICANT T0 THIS INVESTIGATION: WITH THE
EXCEPTION THAT THE AIRCRAFT WAS STRUCK BY A SURFACE TO
MR HISSILE. THE REMAINDER OF WIS TESTINONY APPEARED. -
COACHED WD PROVIGED IHFGRHATION CORCERING THE INGIDEAT
NITHOUT ADEQUATE: ROUTINE DETAILS THAT YOULD NORHALLY BE
RECALLED BY AN EYEWITHESS T0 AN INCIDENT, -
D. ALL THE WITHESSES INTERVIEVED IN CONJUNCTION -
NITH THIS (NVESTIGATION PROVIDED A CLEAR TIHEDF
INCIDENT THAT CORRELATES WITH THE HISSION DATE PROVIDED
IN 0.5, RECORDS.  THO OF THE WITHESSES CORRECTLY -
IDENTIF IED THE AIRCRAFT AS AN OV-18. THIS CAUSES ThE
ARALYST T0 DRAY ONE OF TNO CONCLUSIONS. EITHER THE
NITHESSES ACTUALLY OBSERVED THE INCIDENT AND VERE
COMPLETELY NONCHALANT ABOUT THE ACTIVITY OR THE
ITHESSES WERE PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED WITH A TEXT T0 FQety
DURING THEIR INTERVIEW. THE FACT THAT THEY DID MOT *~- -
HESITATE OR POKDER QUESTIONS ABOUT THOSE THINGS. THEV 01D
NOT REMENBER MAKES PORTIONS OF THEIR TESTINONY
QUESTIOABLE. -

B
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USCINCPAC HONOLULU K1//4311
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DIA PASS 10 POD PON-HIA CENTRAL DOCUENTATION OFF ICE
SUBJ:  FIELD (NVESTIGATION REPORT CONCERNING CASE 1381

18, SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST CONNENTS: HOKE

11, TEAM CHIEF CONHENTS: .

- AT IS APPARENT THAT SEVERAL OF THE WITHESSES
WERE COACHED N PORTIONS OF THEIR TESTIMONY. 1T IS
POSSIBLE THAT THESE WITHESSES WERE PRESENT AND OBSERVED
THE AIRCRAFT SHOOT DOWN» BUT KNOW NOTHING CONCERKING THE
ACTUAL FATE OF THE TVO 1981 PILOTS. THE FOURTH WITNESS:
MR, LE VAN TUONG: FOR EXANPLE» PROVIDED A DETAILED:
CREDIBLE ACCOUNT OF THE 1382 INCIDENT REPORTED
SEPARATELY) WHICH CORRELATES WELL WITH U.S. RECORDS
CONCERNING THE INCIDENT. DURING HIS INTERVIEN HE ALSO
PROVIDED DETAILS OF THE 1381 INCIDEKT WRICH ARE
CONTAINED 1N THIS REPORT, BECAUSE HE WAS OBVIOUSLY
PRESENT DURING THE 1982 INCIDENT: HE LIKELY ALSO VIEVED
THE 1981 INCIDENT. MR, TUOHG, HONEVER, MAKES NO CLAINS
CONCERNING THE BODIES OF THE TWO UNACCOUNTED-FOR 1361
PILOTS. IN FACT: KR. TUONG STATED HE DID NOT EVEN SEE
THEIR PARACHUTES [N THE SKY FOLLONING THE AIRGRAFT
CRASH.  THE WITNESSES WHO ALLEGEDLY VIEVED THE TWO
PILOTS BODIES CAN NOT PROVIDE SUFFICIENT DETAILS
CONCERNING THE DEATHS OF THESE PILOTS: THE CONDITION OF
THEIR BODIES AT THE TIME OF DEATHs A DESCRIPTION OF THE
PILOTS THEHSELVES AND THE DISPOSITION OF THEIR REMAINS:
THEREFOREs 1T 1S QUESTIONABLE iF THEY EVER ACTUALLY
VIEVED THE REMAINS AS THEY HAVE STATED IN THEIR
TESTINONY.

- B. ANOTHER UNUSUAL FEATURE REGARDING THE 1381
INCIDENT IS THE ABSOLUTE LACK OF IKFORMATION CONCERKING
THE DISPOSITION OF THE TWO PILOTS REMAINS FOLLONING THE
SHOOT DOWN. IN THE 1982 INCIDENT: HOST WITNESSES
PROVIDED CREDIBLE EYEWITNESS OR HEARSAY ACCOUNTS
CONCERNING ONE PILOT'S DEATH AKD BURIAL IN TRIEU PHUOC

~ INCUMING

VILLAGE, ALHOST ALL VILLAGERS IN TRIEU PHUOC CAN

PROVIDE [NFORHATION CONCERNING THE UNACCOUNTED-fOR

AERICAN'S GRAVE: EITHER EYENITNESS ACCOUNTS OR HEARSAY.

HONEVER, IN THE 1981 INCIDENT SEVERAL OF THE WITHESSES .
ALLEGEDLY VIEED THE REMAINS OF TNO PILOTS. YEL NORE LAl -
PROVIDE INFORHATION CONCERNING THEIR TVO GRAVES, ~H1 IS...

CERTAIN IF THE TNO PILOTS WERE BURIED IN TRIEU PRUOC

LIKE THE UNACCOUNTED-FOR PILOT OF CASE T982, THE --

VILLAGERS WOULD AT LEAST KNOW IHE lOCATION OF THE THO -—
AHERICANS' GRAVES.

- C. BASED ON THE INFORMATION PRESENTED BY THE

WITNESSES AND THE REASONS OUTLINED IN PARAGRAPHS i1 A -
AND B ABOVE, THE IEL TEAN LEADER BELIEVES THAT THE TWO )
PILOTS FOR CASE 1381 VERE KILLED DR CAPTURED BY MAIN VA

FORCE UNITS STATIONED IN THE AREA. AT THE VERY LEAST,

..JHEIR BODIES VERE KO BURIED IN TRIEU PUOC VILLAGE LIKE -

THAT OF THE UNACCOUNTED-FOR SERVICE HEMBER OF CASE 1982
THEREFORE: THE OALY PECPLE ¥HO CAH PROVIDE SUFFICIERY -

INFORKATION CONCERNING THE FATE OF THE THO 1581 PILOTS

ARE THE'HEMBERS OF THE NVA UNIT FORERLY STAMONED-IKN -~ - -
THE AREA AT THE TINE OF THE INCIDENT. i

-0/ ALL GRID COORDINATES PROVIDED I¥ THIS-REPORT

VERE OBTAINED THROUGH THE USE OF THE GLOSAL POSITIONING

SYSTEN (GPS) USING A NINIKUN OF FIVE SATELLITES.
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